
Children’s Services

The new Additional Support for 

Learning (Scotland) Act 2004

Commenced on 14th November 2005

Advice for

Parents
Children

Young People
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Where can I fi nd
more information?
In accordance with the Act, more detailed 

information will be published within the next 

three months.  In the meantime here are some 

useful contacts:

• Your child’s school

• Children’s Services, Stirling Council – 

 www.stirling.gov.uk/childrensservices

 or initial enquiries to Margaret Learmonth 

tel. 01786 442658, 

e-mail learmonthm@stirling.gov.uk

• Free and independent advice 

is available from:

Advocacy ASL – tel. 0845 223 5385/6,

e-mail iblair@childreninscotland.org.uk

• The Scottish Advice Service for ASL – 

tel. 0845 123 2303 or www.enquire.org.uk

Children’s Services
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What is the act 
about?
Some children and young people 

need extra help to get the most out of their 

education.

From 14th November 2005 a new law places 

a duty on Education Authorities to ensure 

all children and young people get that extra 

help.

In Stirling Council, Education, Social Work 

and Early Years services are provided by 

Children’s Services.

What is a 
co-ordinated 
support plan?
A number of children and young people 

will have additional support needs arising 

from complex or multiple factors. They will 

require a high degree of co-ordination of 

support from education authorities and other 

agencies. A Co-ordinated Support Plan will be 

completed for them.

The plan will set the aims of what the 

child should learn and build on the child’s 

strengths.  This does not mean that children 

without a Co-ordinated Support Plan will lose 

out, as they will continue to get the support 

they need for their learning.

What are additional 
support needs?
This is a new term, which now covers any 

child who faces a barrier to learning e.g.

• bullying

•  disability

•  bereavement

•  family circumstances

Children who presently have a Record of 

Needs will continue to receive the support for 

their learning.  All will be reassessed within 

the next two years to decide if a Co-ordinated 

Support Plan needs to be in place.
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